A noisy tug of war: the battle between transcript production and degradation in the liver.
Genetically identical cells in culture often exhibit significant variations, or noise, in gene expression, largely due to transcriptional bursting. Halpern et al. (2015) have developed methods to study gene bursting in tissues to find that this transcriptional bursting also occurs in the mammalian liver and may contribute to functional plasticity in hepatocytes.